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lonian Horoscopes 


appear in tablets ofthe late Old Babylonian 


lestial phenomena asa means of determining what the 
the king and the entire kingdom gave rise wo the 
a reference work, which ultimately took 

tial omens in a series of 

This product of Old and 

ned for use by scholar 

for the purpose of prog 

€ cond millennium, celestial divination 
armed culture of Mesopotamia. Soon 
bylonian scribal centers to those of 

2s evidenced in texts from sites in 
Babylonian periods 

xs reveals the activities 

he fully developed 

a the palace library’ of 

ate period of Babylonian 

historical periods as well a5 of 


include a wide variety of 


Achaemenid, Seleucid, and A B.C. 10 50B.C). The 

sc in re scion, whether forthe king 
the sate, oF cae of mens and bi 

lifferentat ‘ ic nt alone, Thi 

he scribes themselve 

ial divination 

represen 


he end of the fifth 
1 beavens at the tim 


the future of an individual. 
1 idea chat the individual had a 
individuals based on date of birth 
between the individeal and the 
in physognomic or in birth 


al happiness within 
cern in the Babylonian 











CHAPTER 1 


NATURE AND CULTURAL CONTEXT 
OF THE 
BABYLONIAN HOROSCOPES 





ian Horoscopes 


example u f birth occasionally with 

daylight)? and 

fied time, Only the 

moves 30 much 

birth is not noted 

is not paralleled by their 

pooxs not to the 

ecliptic (¢he 
Tetrabiblos 1,2), 

pes begin here 


eek horoscope 
There is neither 
ay similarity 
religions 

AD. and 
wandation,» Par 
jenilar to the Baby 
planets, but the 
On this bass, we 
lead toa misunnder 


nach ike the ting 
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even computation, of heavenly 


ena, the Babylonian horoscopes ae 
the intellectual or social context 
1 goal of the construction of these 
the recipients, they tell us ltd 
ne individual recipients themselves 
interpretation seems to be endemic 

ae eapwtabed 3a scocacdent by 
ativty are almost always inclined 
ed, The answer is usually "As i 


ument was above allt 
and five classical planets) 
ted 


dis born, 
Two of these 

horoscopes date from 

within a hellenized Babylonia, Even 
nt ethnic Greeks, and 








Babylonian 


ZALAG “in the 
he time of birth 
sions of th 








yed by the writers of 
that is the month 
time and celestial 
nostic ofthe 

nomy. This purely 
place the genre init 
nical activities 


sphemerides, the 


and Mercury 
and the day 
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rightness." The Babylonian arrange 


metimes benefic, sometimes 
im and Mars.” The same 
place in later Hellenistic 
fic or malefi, while 
annot, however, be derived 
texts give only the 
the date in question, 
mena recorded. The 
as in Babylonian 
concept of where 
ated in the Greek 
the Babylonian 
a f their distance 
ss and Me 
their peri 








Beni 


eat isthe tablet itself In 
ablet should remain 
n finds supp 

lamage ofa tablet." The formula 


n that in the prote 
icholarship, and sci 
is context that we must 
the Babylonian astro- 


Am and Antu in thi 
he temple was without 


litical sphere, As a further 
nomy and astrology by 
ate Greek 








he king and the 

late Babylonian 

1 which the 

fAries”™ The other 
uals life and an astral 
{a child is born and 
scample of a 
MUL #lid MOL.GU,. 
DUMUMES [w 
a child is born in 
That man will be 

se gain." (BM 
Semis KAxMI ina NU 
during his infancy a solar 
scity not his own) and 
by. 109; (LU-TUR 
MES miimma 

his heart. f 
(meaning “he wil 


pic* type, those 
pic,” which made no 

ation of astrology. He 

ns reflected a *pr-horoscopic 
ke TCL 6 14 where both 

mre about such 
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These ia 8 : ares, such asthe physi 
omic serie me parts of the extispicy series, which contain 


spodoses beginning “that man" (ewifu Sf) and continue with predictions 


ng life, wealth, The nativity omens also combine these 
clements of the life of an individual together with celestial phenomena, 
Sither phenomena occurring at the time of the bith, such as the first 
Visibility of a planet, or zodiacal signs, such as “the place of Leo: he will 
Since th sulting from horoscopes were not substantially 

different from those of nativity omens, which generally concerned the 
pers eatus, number of heirs, and the like, it would appear 
hat the staat the date of birth was interpreted as a 
lletion of signs or celestial omens. As uch, horoscopes would represent 

rot an entire f astrology, but a variant form of celestial 
divination, one nthe synthesis of bith omina and the celestial 
mina of the kin in the series Enddna Anu Enlil. Babylonian 
re sophisticated astronomical apparatus than did the 

esti omens and nativity omens, Babylonian 

horoscopes and nativity omens may represent the end of the development 
f Mesopotamian genethlialogy, but chey constitute the source of the 
tgenethlialogjcal branch of astrology that emerged in the Hellenistic Greek 





CHAPTER 2: 


INTRODUCTION TO TEXT EDITIONS 





rocopes 


31 perhaps find 
horoscope might 
ne tablet are 
rly. Only one of 
between the two 
found in the 
itself, Given that 
ngle table, it seem 
the subject of the 
he practical nature 
dance with 
rminology (euch a 
nomial pheiomen), 
ble in non-mathematical 


tent. The le 


are preserved, 

ne possible 
preted them kept the 
ancovered.” As far 








negative, The 


data following each text 








AA) between th 





for the length of the m 

day, are suggest 

error in computation, the longi: 
horoscopes, by and 

cation of longitude sche 


ABO 





dayli - beginning of the 


Baby this date by the time between sunset and mid: 
night. Sachs Hinge? con Babylonian and Julian dates differently 
for the beginning of Babylonian 
wn not between Babylonian day 1, but the 
seding “ds consecutive Julian calendar dates that 
respond to this day 0, ParkerDubberscin dates for the 
beginning ths ATE Basntnage + 1s if one takes the 
second day from Sachs-Hunger. D the horoscopes are restated in 
rms of the Jul er, in cases where the time of birth is 
indeterminable, by consecutive Julian dates that the 
Babylonian da 1, if the time of birth is known, by the Julian 

dace that correlates with the part of the day on which the birth fal 
For the purpose of translating the time of birth and to compute the 
longitudes for the appropriate moment, the equivalent in Universal Time 
(UT) (~Greenwich Mean Time [GMT has been used in accordance with 
he conventions of other works of hisorical chronology based on 
ach as those of Tuckerman,” and Hunger 
3c relationships apply: 0 GMT (also UT) = 

2 midnight 


wputations have been designated by 
as stated before, is the equivalent of 
equivalence in UT for Babylonian Local Time 








ABS 
BM 3257 
BM 33018 
BM 33382 
BM 33563 
BM 33667 
BM3y741 
BM 34003 
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aM 


Birth Note 


BM M507 


Thompuon, CLBT7, 


aud TBER 6 52 








n-matherat 


Eniona Anu Ent 


hhoroscope tex 
MULAPIN) a2 


Abeadian 


CHAPTER 3: 
Elements of a Babyonian Horoscope 


bbrevsted names ofthe planets familiar from. 


cal eats and mathematical ephemerides. The 


and MULAPIN, 


1, such as celestial omens (the series 
are retained only i the occasional se 
and in the name for Venus 


like the logogram *UTU, persias in all late 


ows the names as they appear in 


OROSCOPES 


OMENS and MULAPIN ACT 
2U, DINC r 


MASME8), consisting of twelve 30 
2 result of the stan 
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The earliest cuneiform evidence forthe existence ofthe zodiac comes 
from fifth o . 2 


(Tens 1 and 2, both da 1 which postions ofthe planets are cited 
ene of the zodiac in this period is 
tho indirectly supp Laer pram cea AE 


enomena d of these relates longi 
a n, computed by a schem 

puted in these texts ca 

writing of the tablet 

as phenomena for Venus and 

‘O* in the Babylonian lunar 


d tex 
‘exss 1 and 2), the terminology “atthe beginning 
iP followed by a starname alwa odiacal sign. Text 
175, and 20:4 conta the beginning of (ina SAG) & 
zodiacal sign, and text 15:5 has “at th (ina TIL) followed by the 


scopes (except 


zodiacal sgn. Texts 53 an tain positions of Jupiter “at the 
bepinning” of a zodiacal 


§ 1.3 The Namer of Fixed Sua 


‘Omens based upon the appearances of fixed stars are known fi 








xs. Not 


MULKURHE 


7) DELE #IGI AB 
ér DE 


)[hclow)] the Bright Sts 


ww the Front Star of th 


xt 21:4 The form 
fA 


1 below the Bright Star of the Furrow 


Scorpion” Text 
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MU.1,32 K[AM ‘An LUGAL] = -219 Antiochus IIl“The Great” (Text 14) 
MU.149LKAM? An a An A LUGALMES = 201 Antiochus It 
MU.1,)/36.KAM Selirks LUGAL =-175 Seleucus IV Philopator (Text 


[MUA.MEE A 1 Demetrios Il Nicator 


id Parthians, names 
rly the dynastic name 

fore texts of the period, 

the individual regents somewhat 
dated to the Parthian period (Text 
f doubledating by 

ber is given, iti the 

cid (as in Text 


9 Arsaces, was Mithradate 


KAM? Andishea LUGAL = -125 
Arsaces, was Artbanus Il (Text 


24 Ara 
was Mithra 
Mithradates It 

Gotarzes 


MU2ME 2 
MU2M 








sing watch, EN.NUN 
ZALLA 38 urri morn 
rien watch of dawn, 
mens at well 3500 
od.” In horoscope 


ase of the evening 
pinning of night.” ‘The 
ing watch (USAN) and 
f the latter is difficult 
is found in the following 


nin advance of 
igh," followed by th 
nation, therefore, is not 


fiving the lunar 

has pointed 

he lunar data given 
used 

below a Virgin) 

Tollowed by the nornial 

the passage in Text 6, and 

the birth occurs in the first 


x mentioned, The birth 
Tatum quoted from a diary 
ning watch, Similarly 
iting SAG GE, before 
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the same the normal sar 


jay and full moon are well known 
to these dates is also abundant 
RAM la UDI4.KAM izzie mabine 
th y and is dim, and 

the market 

yey dates could 

f the moon on 

cope texts, The 


srred) it 
ath, a lunar 
ofthe roiacal 











text for System A, 
alak 'Sin 2,24 

4 (rota) the 
the phrase 
nical 

fhe 

wagh to medieval 








both 
While 


which indica 
NU PAB), the use of 
sible to p 





served,” which may be com 
(BAT 4487): 28 ANKL 
ofthe sa 


well as the sun a 


fa the same sign as the 
will be mentioned 

For the most p 

The "phase 
interested the E 
the planetar 
development 
(designated b 
ACT): F 





Betrloion Horoscopes 


mena are mentioned 
ame zodiacal sign as the 
due to nearness to the sun. 
lity, the text expresses 
with the sun” (eg, Tear 5: 


he sun, Mercury is 
d-uch, which had se 
{GI}. The term $C 
nthe evening, in the 


non 0, and inthe ease of 
ance in the 

is the date of @ 

visibility (Q) of Saturn 

an evening star (Q) are 

he birth Text 7 upper 


Jin first and las 








Ake 


* supplies all ve identifica 
upp 
ts, and these correspond to the 
ing no doubt as to the origin 


f special 
assigned to it as a place 
fered to have special power (or 
ia) 180" from the exaltation), 
planets in the Greek system, 


he planetary bR f which, 


hat although the literal 
‘term should not b 


ation of the 
fused 
(oot) and its use in Greek 


olen ‘BALA (Wieden 
cin King STC Ip 








m Horose 


as conception?) 














sin doubt (see Critical 


eal time Me rcury rose at 
cal tne), At sive, Mercury's 
nse, Mereury would be low on the 
Sppearing wth the ight of moring, In 410, 
computed postion of 233.11" 
dig up, 242) 
coe of fixed calendar wth 


wed to have existed from about 500 B.C. (ee 
HAMA, poSAf. and A ‘ron, Henderson, Neugebauer and Sachs, 
Su r ‘Related Babylonian Astronomical Texts,” TAPS 


{Text 1 is approximately 3 
incontraveribly in use 

ns for the century 

among, the recently 

sxerxes I, now known, 

mn. In their joint paper 

fer, and Sachs point out that PD’ 

“Saros Cycle Dates," sub Text E Critical 
4 and Hib, 31,33, p.37)- The other misplaced 
ius () finds textual support (PD p7) in 
(-OIP 92 PF 875), and possibly also 

PF#70, 966, and 1718, for which 


date when Mercury appears for the last 
The zodiacal postion is given as Capricorn 

409 Jan. 20. Solar longitude 295.38° modern 

292.56" Babylonian, Sunrise 

9 UT. Shorly before sunrise, Mercury would 


09 Feb, Solar longitude 307-42" modern/ 
29787 modera/ 30542 Babylonian; sunrise 











Obv.3; Beca 
his dating of th 
longitude given wit 


This fixed ta doe 
ii 1, see Hung. 
with the contellat 
Seales (=) the pit 
associated with Lib 
MUL.GIR.TAB SLM 
MULZihen 
literature, ¢ 

north 

and RIN 

longitude 
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Text 3 BM 32376 





eer (BM 32376 =76-11-17,2108) 
SE. 1324270) = -297 Feb.250) 
Previously unp 


> {iam ina GJUQ) MUL.BABBAR ing A delebat ina (GUQ) 80-5} 
3 [KI] ‘UTU 46-4 U,29 GU, UID ina $0 (ina GU) 1GI@)] 
4 (GENNA ina HUN() ]AN ina MAS ina E nts itu] 

AN-KU, inQ)/4ami3@).) 


preserved. The date and time of 


line ken signs, only b 
Je are expected inthis line, One or two 


birth, as well asthe hanar longi 
‘more lines estimated to upper edge 
Tne 2 Restoration of the solar longitude is based on the unvarying 

(for discussion of the sequence of 


sequence moon, sun, Jupiter, Venus, ¢ 


he un reflects the use of an older 
mai, which i found more often 


1 Seleucid Era 
wo Wiakelhaken are preserved before the break, I 
vr the assumption that f Zama¥ were intended, the 











MUL.BAB 
6 U,0GEN 
UL GU, 


2H (SE), S 
nth Abu f 
3 [That day( 





Text 4 BM 33382 





T: 


Mars in Leo, sun in V 
Uli the 16th was th 
Arahsamna, night 
Totality oceurre 
The son of Tar?-sa-n 


Note thatthe formula 

in the zodiac fll 

lines 67: Dates of S 
1: The longi 
sry, and Ma 


Although ¢ 

ynomical data 
M. Bab 
nid 








ir pers 
Vee Ns poem, 

cod Sedo ok Sed 

AI ALR ATE 


thet ae Fre = ~ 

+ seer pert er: 
Lee ot dd 
“CSR LE 





14[ Jim 2iQ) EL] 
S[.ab) bi ib tear 2i0) "x 
x) UD itar EN g 

x1 KIS iar 


} 


xdiQ) x 
iG 51D LE 

sar Klir a 

NIG SID Hina TUR. i 
MU.36.KAM NIGSID TUK- 
U,MES GID.DA 
§ DAMu Si panaarsu UKO.MES 
{o[..) MES u SAL MES TUK4 A.TUK IGLir(?) 
1 [jas bit KASKAL MES ana mubv-hi NIGSID 
2[..] KKAL 


is uncertain, The sign is 
inuly damaged that one andard HUN "as well 
at HUN en for A 10. On LU for Asies, 


fly ZZ than anything, but 1 can 
1 understand the line as a whole 
the sign in the break preserved 
ign could be DI or LU, or lum?) 


1 
3 That day the 








Text 6 BM 47721 








wed and the at 


to the normal 
aterpolated 
aries, p18), and 
{ night” (beginning of 
8PM Babylonian local 
fiven in the diaries in this 
nin these contexts. The 
me of the birth, 
ME ana SU" meaning the 
ws probably obtained 

P 
the discrepancy 
the text, the birth 
approximate 


iii inthe 
line 
ed frst would be for 


nbsequently. Ifthe 
258 (SE. 53) is 
tary data If th 








Text 7 BM 33667 








(SSB I pp.35436 
birth (rev. I: SE 
E. 53 XI. 

273 days, as Sack 


wed in Greek 
ng A. Bouché 


des the lunar 
fb Aritis, In 


equinox dat 


he birth and wa 
1 the Uruk 








Tex's BM 36943, 








mn refers to MULKUR d DUR 
the fishes, 


hhoroscop 


ngsto the Uruk 





rext 9 NCBT 1231 





Text 9 (NCBT 1231) 


Previow 
Horoscope of Anu 
ph 


Transcript 
obv. (rev. uninseribed) 


(MUL.,3.KAMITLAB GE 
MgO.EN-Ki-nu ald 


sin ina 12GU U, 
BAJBBAR] ina SAG ¢ 
{LU-TURQ)} GU KI 


1 
3 U,BI dams ina 9,3 


(GU,UID ina 
8 [ANJina ALLA 


line 5: Restoration of BA\ 
necessity of the 
horoscope texts. S 

line 6: “After the break 





Aquarius with, he region of 


Capri 


Jear because of 
‘Whereas the 
ths are usually 
as in Texts 21 


ge-unninni, and father of Anabs 
and copyist ofthe well known 
nstelat lished in Weidne 
nna, 1967). Anv- 

{astronomical text 

jer ACT 13-26 for 

M, Q, BLT, U, ¥ (a 

father of Anvab 


pe, Anu-belfunu 
d by Anu-bélSunu 





Ton 


Astronomical data 
a Text 
Moon 


Jupiter 
Venus 
Mercury Capricorn 


Mars Ganeer 
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Text 10 MLC21 





Te 


TEXT 10(MLC2190) 


SE.77 LA =-234 June 2) 
Previous publication: Sac 
photo: JCS 6 pl 


Transcript 


3 U,Blsin ina A fami 

4 sin TA MURUB, ana NI 
BE-ma TA MURUB, 0a NIM 

6 SIG, rab-bwté MUL-BABBAI 
KIMUL.BABBAR Glie SILIM 

8 U,MES GID.DA.MES del 

9 Ki dele bat ema GIN-ku SE 
DUMU-MES u DUMUSSAI 

(lines unins i 


1 Kl jamdi KL 

2 SAG KAL-dusi GIN MI 
3 UGU SES MES46 DUGL 
4 GENNA6 ALLA AN 24 
5 22234 ITluss me 

remainder uninscribed 


ev. 3. End 

5 Read 
Mea yu 
Critical Apparat 


Yea 


sth) 








lak magir in BRM 4 
piles mde 
in Late Babylonian A: 

The reading of GI 


vecessful 
parallels ki 
Reading DI as SILIM = 


Comput 
(which was 1.92 
Tine tof the b 
ina ZALAC 





SE.771IL4 = 
copy: BagdM 


7 SIC 
3{U), Bl sin in 

# sin TA MURUB, a 
5 BE-ma TA MURL 

6 panics GARMES SIC 
§ Ghic Dla 
9[GIID.DAM 

10 KD’ Dikba 

1 [DUMU.MES 
(GU.UD ina MASM 


For Transl 


M 
$ KP MULBABBAR 
ar U.MES 


4 ALLA KAR.MES 


text needs collation. The 


fact have written BE, unintentionally 





Text 12 BM 337 





TEXT 12(8M 33741) 


SE, 8211.28 =-229 July 2 
Previous p 
photo: 


Transcription 


aby 
1 [MJU.1,22.KAM ITLSI 

2 U,0) 28.KAM 'Nik-?}-nu 

3 aid U,Bl sin ina SAG ALLA 

4 Jamil ina ALLA MUL BABBAR ina MASM 
5 ‘dele-bat ina MAS MAS 


‘remainder, appearing to be almost h 


Critical Apparat 

See JCS 6, .62 fore 
the reverse ends with the pres 
of verticals are still v 


Trans 


1 [Yehr 82 
2 28th day’ 





FAOS 
5 Esai 
deputy of 


ve a small bit of 





13(BM47 


SE.88 V4 =-223 July 
Previously unpubl 


1 [MU]'1) 28. KAM 'Seluku LUGA\ 
2 [ITILNE 39 GE, 4 SAG ¢ 

3 SIG SA, % ABSIN 15 

4 ana NIM DIB U,4KAM 


ina GIR.TAB de 
8 HSOG NUK 


1 ITEBLAS NCA 
2 MUBISIG 

ZALAGQ) xx ANKL 
54 uninscbed UD 
6 fina} nvarei 8 MULBA 
7 (LU) 
$I 


nn dondé GUB 
the thirtieth 
perhaps GUB alon 





vrext 13 BM47642 





‘Year 88, Seleucus was k 
2 [AB)s 30, night ofthe th 
below the bright tar of 
the moon passed 1/2 
tothe east. On the 4th 
Tn his hour, them 
nan in Leo, pit 
Becopoe ver 
which had set wer 


Tha month, 
Tunar visibility occu 
That year, (waren 


clips of m 
6 (la) the be msi 
hil) was b 


4: The postion of the 
the Furraw" (= a V 
9.139 on th 

179.74" ce table b 

rev: The r 

ifficul to a 

eclipses were 


Autronom 





Text 14 BM 366 





Te 


5 LU ali ina simon 

6 Sami ina GIR-TAB M 

7 delebat u GENNA naG) 

8 GU,UD w ANGSSUGN 

9 KI Sums Ki [FTLBIQ)) 

1 WNAQ7EL 

2 TTLGAN 20 fa 

3 ITISE GE, ifs ANKU 

4 ina RIN TiLtim GAR 
U,28 ANIKU,, fan 

6 ina HUN BAR DIB[ } 


a. 2 lines to bottom 
Critical Apparat 


line obv. 5 
rey. 1: The date of the las hun 
{the almanac text LBAT * 
rev. 2: The date of winte 

3: The date ofthe hana 


By the command of Ba 


Year 92{(5E), An 
below “the rea 

The m 

5 the child was born in his 
Mercury and Mars (whic 


9 They were with the sun. [ 


1 moonset after sunrise w 
before sunrise on the] 2 

[Winter solstice (was)} on 

3 Addaro, night ofthe 14th ah 

Totality occur{ed) 





7 ed with the help of mod 
that Mercury and Mars m 
‘Within the possible dates dei 7 longitudes, the bes 
Arias (corresponding 1057 r ding ro the tab 
in Sachs Hunger, Dir 219) 6 rll with the 12th 
Lay of Tard 


i 57, Zod modern data, as 
RLBAT “II8 
Pesan on the 23 


manae LBAT 


UBAT “11184 (BM 
40101 E, ana ZA sn in (x and corresponds 


AM in Babylon vmact wat 2302 UT and lat contact 2.45 UT). The 


sed,” see LBAT 





[a= 


a hunar eclipse, bt mus refer to an 
f the other kind, No two lunar eclipses os 
solar eclipse occurred 


k sved by 1/2 month 


ar eclipses can be 


separated by 1/2 month. Computat 
1/2 month after the lunar elise 


Astronomical Data 


moon (Ave 
min Scop 
Jupiter (Arie) 
Venus (Sagitaris] 
Sarum (Sagitari 
Mercury (with 
Mars (with 





Text 15 BM 36796 





1 MU.ALK 


2 ITIZIZ 30 GE,9 SAG GE 


1 ITLBL U4 NA 28K 
2 MU.BLGAN 28 
MUL BABBA\ 


oby. 1: Text 
by. 3: ‘The norms 
SUR GIGIR 

wv. 4 Following LU 
be GUD SUB MES 





TIL MULMUL 


(GENNA in A AN ina MAS [1 
204th, M pearance fin nd of Aquat 


8 (LBAT 1265) contains data for Saturn 
od (59 year) preceding the gol yea 
pe, SE. 109. lathe portion of 


XI, the planet Satur is said to be 11/2 

IGIGISKUN A“1 1/2 cubits to the we Rump of the Lion 
hhorescope which 

N # for Satur in 


-dance with the Uruk Scheme 





T= 


Jupiter 
Venus 
Mars 


endof Lex 
Aqui: 
re 





3 sin ina MUL 
+ MUL-BABBAR ina 10 MAS ‘ina ZALAC 
delebat ina 4 MAS ‘ina ZALAG xx 
6 GU, ina 8 GIR-TAB KI bmi 

SENNA ina 3 RIN GUB2u 


30 ina 15 ALLA 
+ MOL BABBAR 
ele 


Fir 


MASMAS, the 





3 (SE) Talcey, 


2 That day, the san w 
3 the moon was in Ta 
4 Jupiter wasin 10°C 
Venus in 4° Ca 
& Mercury in  S 
8 Mars in 10" Sagi 
The moon goes 


the moon was 
Iupt 
5 Venus 
Me 


IDIMMES NU 


‘GUBMES 


tclipserepor 
Ta this hor 





nin A. Aaboe 
and Eclipses 


he moon's path 


ward 
11) LALLAL 
ak, and 

th 


die for 





ss oppose tn 39.29 Sa 


Horoscope (re 
rev. 7: Following 
present.” Computat 
birth, shorty before 
rev. &: A sila 


planet would have been vi 
rev. : The term ZI 


welocity,” oF progres in 
See ACT glosar 

rev.10: A hinar aide 
GAR MES literally, “th 
This seme to describe 
positive lina 

Tasitude. (Fig) 








Te 
TEXT 17 BM 41054 


Date: SE, 136 VIL[192] =-175 Oct. 2 
Previously unpublished 


Transcript 


1 [MU,L.ME}36.KAM Seluku LUGAL ITLDU,1 (GE, 19@)] 
xxsin ina MASMAS rev) 

2 MUL-BABBAR ina GIR-TAB a (TTLBIG)) 

3 'x) 7 KURGA 

3a[ JOB ANBAR 

4] 


remainder brok 


i 
2[ _]xABSING)ITLBAR 
3 [DUMUSAL fi Tape 
Critical Apparatus 


Twn 


. 
19h0)] moon in Gen 
2 Jupiter in Seorpius, Venu 
3 [Jon the 27h lst hana 

sce was on Kis 





ext 17 BM 41054 


real 
f the 





Tos 


seventh month (Tau) i 
TV to Vi, Jupiter was in So 


186, Jupiter was passing 


Tair. By proces of ein 


horoscope. Given the frag 
considered uncertain and p 
confirm the postions of Venu 


Jupiter 
Venu 
Mer 
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18 (M3516) 


SE. 169 XIL6 ~-141 Marc 
Kugler, S58 l pp 554558; Sx 
photo: JCS 6, pLIV 


by 
[MUALMIE 19KAM Die 

2 ITISE 30GE, 6SAG Gi 
3 ina IGISUR GIGIR I 

4 Gina ZALAG LU.TUR 
5 ina siman-ai-i sn ina SAC 

6 Jami ina ZIB ME MUL BABI 
WAN ina MAS GENNA ina 
8 ITLBI14.NA 

Edg 

127 KUR 


1 MU.LME 1,10.K(AM] 
2 BAR 4 LAL im] 

Y ina E nialr@?)}30,0)) 
4 i MUL.BABBAR LC 


Year 19 (SE), Demetri 
2 Addanu 30 aight ofthe 6 

3 was I cubit west of the 

4 On the éth in 

5 In his he 

6 the sun was in Pisces, 

7 and Mars in Capricor, Satu 
8 That month, mooneet afte 





{ birth, and 
be birth (in the last 
Babylonian local 
Unik 
1 was 
SE 169 Tebe 
adil p 
ah 


that while the 





Tos 
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Text 19 (8M 31 


SE 172{VI}.13 = -139Sepe 


Previously unpublished 
Transcription 


upper edge [ina sma EIN? u? GASAN‘a i 
fas 
1 [MU.L.ME}1,12KAM ‘Ardbka 
2 [ITLKIIN 30 GE, 13 x USANG) 
4 [lamib ina ABSIN MUL BABBAR 
5 AN ina MASMAS 
6 48046 NU IGLMES Ki fami 
7 TTLBI 14 NA 28 KUR 
8 MUBIDU, 2 LALaim 
wer edge inscribed 


av. uninscribed 
Critical Apparat 


bv. 2 Sigs following “13 uh. Hung 
a personal name and to read TAG, instead of USAN 
obv. 3 Expect ZIB.ME for we 
however, the tice of si rit sock an 
by. 4: The logogram ie 


Arsaces was ki 





Betton Horsope 


2 [Ulli] 30, nigh of the 13th evening watch, 
Tahishour (of bir), the moon was in Pisces) 
4 sun in Virgo, Jupiter in Saginaris, Venus in Libra 
Mars in Gemini, Mercury and Saturn 
which had set were no visible. They were withthe sun 
7 "That month, moonset alter sunrise on the 14th, last hanar 
sblity on the 2th 
inox wat on the 2nd of Tair 


confirmation of the postion of Mars is 
J for the morning of Ulile.1S: AN e MULIGI (it depit. MASM/ 
the Twins’ fet (= 9) Geminorurs) (LBAT 1 


rs above the font 
25)" Th {this normal star in -139 was 6874", which concur 
2 GENNA ina TIL ABSIN SU "Saturn's las 

{LBAT 1038 obv.24).” Cf, che horoscope 


3 anrooomical data be 
56 The same normal 


the Unuk Scheme, eyele 9 


athe basis of the normal star 
So TLBAT 1038), The zodiacal postions all 


decided on the basis of 


Te 13th of Ul falls on the Julian date 
The table below is computed for 
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TEXT 20 (BM 78089) 


SE 186 V.24 = -125 Aug 16 


Transcriptio 


oby. 
1 /MU..ME22.KAM i 5 
2 (MU,1ME.126KAM' 'Ardékea LUGAL 
3 ITLNE30 15 NA 

4 GE, 24 ina ZALAG LO.TUR atid 

5 wnt sin ina MASMAS 

6 Sami ina A MOL BABAR u GENNA. 
7 ‘ina ZIB* ME dele bat ina A 

8 GU,UD uANHSUG 

9 NUIGIMES erasare 


lower edge uninseribed 





ad the rule thatthe 
od summer solstice 


he night, the child was bor 


text LBAT 130016 


mmoming, rer oo indicates that the eclipse was inv (only 
Penumbra). The remark in the text thatthe eclipse “pared by” no doubt 
lcs thi fering vo an eclipse which occured in daylight 








atthe mid 
172.60" (+45 


Astronom 
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SE. 187 VL22 = -124 Oc 
Previous publication: F. Ri 


ue fina amat EIN w'GASA 
‘ 

1 [MUA MEE.127.KAM ‘Arai 
ITLKIN 122 ina ZALAG 
U, 22ina 11 siman LU 
ina sian ain ina SAC 

5 MUL.BABBAR ina HUN 
AN ina MASMAS GU,UD Ht 
TTLBL1S NA 17 LAL 
27 KUR MUI) 


ne line blank 


1 [ITLNE KAM AN. 
2 ina ZIB.ME abla 2- "ta (SU* MES 
3 HABrat DIR GARan 
4 28 AN.KU, lami ina ABSIN 
5 ki PAP NUIGI 
slight space 
22 ina ZALAG 24 ALLA’ 
3 ina ZALAC 


rev. line 1 The date 
rev. line 6 ALL 
formulation, see Text 2 


Thera 


‘ue. [By the command of Bl an 


1 Year 187 (SE), Arsaces wa 
2 Ulla 1, on the 2nd, las 
vas) 26" in 

3 day 22 the 11th b 





110 °SAG A" is 
he beginning of 
hout specification 
wen in Sachs, JCS 

wed to designate 
ary with the next 
 Leonis, This 
bsceved position 
tion ofthis practice 
34 below. In the 





1155, where I more 


sar (), the 
n by the longitude 
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Long i 








bith oocurred during the 11th 
wes This portion ofthe Babylonian 
° inning of the 








2 (GE, 2 Jina 7 's-man’ UL 
ina} 
[ABISIN Sami ina ALLA MU 
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[xs 
Trane 


rev.0) 

1 [Year 195 (SE) Arf 

2 [night of the 2nd), in the 
fais hour (of bis 

Sigh sai 

# [in] Cancer, fr vis 

5! [Mercury which had set w 


F [Year WY SE), Arex 
10fnight] ofthe 7a in ch 
in (his) hou (f birt), 
1 fthe moon was i} Can 
Jupiter in Aquarius, V 
12{Mercury] in ‘Cance 





13’ Gammel 
ath, last 

Tunar visibility be 
14. Saba «night of 
18 abana) 
exceeding 





§SEA195 Abu. 


SE195 
be used 10 confirm, 
rement with the 


noon and 
mid about th 








T= 
longi 
longitude 
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Previously uapublisbed 


1 IMU2ME29'Ardé-kan 

2 [LUGALJITLGAN 1 

3 (UD.270)) [mba GE, LC 

4 [aid ina sma sin ina PA 

5 [ami ina PIA MULBABBAR ina GIR-TAB 
6 (U,a] GU,UD ina NIM ina PA IG 

7 (GENNA ina] ABSIN AN ins RIN dele 
8 (SUP W NUIGITLB 

9 [U, 1 NAJ27 KUR MUI 
1O(FTEMN] GE, 13 AN 


1 [IJTIBAR 
2 [ANKU, fam} ina SAG PA 
3 [ki PAP NUJIGI 


Citical Apparat 


ob 
The lowe 
Only three Ene 
uninseribed 


Tran 


1 [Yr 229 (SE) At 

2 fling) Kista 

3 [On the 27%h¢ 

4 [was born. Inj h 

5 [sun in Saghtarus, Jupiter in Sc 
6 [On the mth day,] Mere 

7 (Saturn was in) Virgo, Ma 











Ds 


Dating 
‘Since the day of the ms 
the bith are preserved, 30 
cscope. The table below 
br minus ane day de 


Astronomical Data 


1 Text 
Man Libra 








Text 25 BM 4 





Text 25 (BM 42025(=8 42579 (Lewr2e) 


SE.21LMi 
Previously unpul 


1 [MU2MEJDIILKAM ITLBAR 
2 (GE, 15:160)] LU-TUR aid ina siman 
3 {ain na GIR-TAB fama ina MULMUL MUL 
4 fina PIA delebat ina HUN) [GENNJA ‘ina ABS 
AN ina M[AS MAS GU, UD 4 SL 
6 NUIGIITIBIGE, 14 AINKL 
TAB [TiL-tim GAR 
5 iR’ [MU.BI] 
9 SIG U,21 “ami GUE 


fev uninscribed 


her aod date have been restored on the basis of 
‘we barely preserved, can be made out with the 
Venus sign HUN is quite eroded, but confirmed 
DIS of [GENNJA (TUR+DI) is 

sce the beginning of the KI of ABS! 








ie 
v5 All 
fay visible 


[Year 281 SE 
+ (in Soghtaris, Venus in Asi 
5 Mars in Glemini, Mer 
(cota occured in S 
oS untae [That yeu] 





eclipse report thi 
almost 5 hous, from 18.8 


Dating 
The best correla 
April 2 and 28. By the 2 











rev. 6: The horizontal wedge re 
horizontal above it. At the end 
rev.7: There ae two Winkelhakens a 
fv is uncertain, perhaps 1 KOS 


Tre 
le. By the command of Bl 
ob 
1 Year 236 GE 
2 Abu i, the 25¢h, 
3 hhoue the child wa 
4 the moon was in L 
5 [and Mara in Gemini 
6 [Mercus 
Mercury’ Gi 
6 in Leo} last hana 


ef Juninsribed 
(hat year the (asm 


3 (iu Cancer which pass 
4 night of the 13th, a luna 
5 in Aquarius made Lf 
6 Onth 

tea 


+8: The 
notin quite the sume order, b 
phenomena NA and KUR. Ml 
OnNS58 (1989), p 








pse "passed 
xdy below the 
19.88 local tim). 


clips of 75 July 24, a partial 


more chan an hour after sunrise 
$6 UT or around 800 AM local 


rev: A lana he predawn 
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243 SE. 120 =-68 Apr.ié 
Previous publication: FR 


1 MU2ME43KAM ‘TT 
2 U,20KAl 
4 Yami ina TIL HUN ina 30 MUL BABAR 
PA ina 24 dele ba ina MAS MAS 
ina 13 GENNA ina GU ina 
7 AN ina RIN ina 14 Gi 


TIT.BAR 1 UD.x[ 


2 MUBBIITLNE 28.KA) 
ANKU,: famit i PAP 
ina TILA 
TTLKIN 13 KISU 

6 AN.KU, sin al bl HAB. 
DIRIGARan id a 

8 ina ZIBME 

‘upper edge 

1 LU-TUR BISIG, ‘x x 

2 SIG, LAL« 
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b 
1 Year 263, 
3 Ia his he 
4 the sun at th 
Mars in Libra i 


1 Moonset af 
2 That year Abi 
lar 


urred the 


er has an eclipse 
a longue of 144 (+5 = 


designation “end of 
rev. 54 The hina elipeen 


before moonrise (moon 
fishin 





+1 day 
2, pl). This is 


° fing vo the xh 
mc that Mercury i said 
Mercury was near 





TEXT 28: (BM 373 


Date: Uncertain 
Previously unpublish 


1 traces 

ina 30 [3 

3 ae KOS). 

# 'UDxx 
remainder broken 

1 ina MAS delebat ina MASQ) 
2 GU,UD ina NIM ina x SC 
3 ina LUQ) AN ina xf 

4 "(23 signs) ina A [ 
remainder broke 


itical Appanan 


‘Only the corner is preserved with p 
the oby,Q), andthe top and lef 
rev.) 1 One expect the longitude fi 


‘Venus is given next. The reading de 


welges sugges either MAS or perhaps the begin of ABSIN. F 
longitudes to have been distributed 30, however, it sen 

to have contains 

ev.Q) 2 have re 

between Mer 


(Grom previous lin 


star in {; Satur 
wasn Aries; Mars in 





secure dating ofthis i as with 
thorer synodic period to even narrow down the 


pons beyond the 39-60 yea mich Saturn and Jupiter 
Arould be in the appropriate ins (Po ° sively) 


rev.Q) 3 For LU= Aries, see Sachs, 
256 note 7. 


ext 28 BM 37374 
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BIRTH NOTES 
TEXT29 (BM 64148 =82 


Year 36 Anaxerars Il = -} 


1 ITISU UD.15 ML 
2 'Actalelatsu KIKUR 
3 LU-TUR alid 

4 ITLSE UD.3.KAM MUA 
sehiie 

blank 


Tranuation 


Du the 15ch da 
2of Arvaxerees (I). Atm 
3 the child was born 
4 Addaru the Src da 
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Text 30(BM. 


SE.19X16 = 
tag: bin no 


2 Teberw 
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1 MU.138KAMK 
‘Ualid MU.LME 
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Texr32(BM 34 


SE. 197 1V( 
SE 194 


Previous pu 
photo: JCS 6, LN 


Transcription 


1 MU.LME.37.KAM 
2 ITLSUC) U,9.KAM 
3 panaat KUR damit L 
4 MU.LME.1.4KAM 
5 Z1Z GE.1030 DANNA 
6 GE, ana ZALAG LUT 
1 MU.LMES&.KAM 

2 ITLGAN GE 

3 LOTUR aid 


1 Year 158 GE 
2 Kislimu, night of the 2 
3 the child was b 





Abbreviations 


ABCD: see Rochberg Halton, ABCD, 
ACT 

ALO: 
AnOr: Anal 
AOAT: Alter Onin 
Bagh. Mitt Bagh 
BPO: Baby 

BRM: Bab 

CAD: The Ai 
CRRAL: Comp 


HAMA: see N 
JAS: 

JHA: fou 
INES: Journ 
MSL: Mater 
O1P: 0% 


RAK 
SBH: C 


SSB 
TA 
TCL 


ZA:2 
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General Glossary 


A "le 
ALTUK (ne 
AB (Tebetn) "Mon 
ITLAB tt; 
AB Lt. 452 
ITLABKAM 
Anst 








Guy 


da 
lu see DEL 
‘peta see DIRE 


ttt see DE 


the node” 169, 10 
nSIGAR wr “( 
im GAR 
GE, ans ZALAG *( 
GENNA (Kejomia) “Satu 
Gi Galli) 10 pros 
GID, GID.DA (ards) "to belong 
Uy MES GID.DA(MES) "long days (= 
GIGIR (nerbabs) "chariot" see SUR GIGIR 
GIN (ali) "0 go" 109 
GIR-TAB (Zag b 


GU "Aquarius; panio 
GU, (Ajra) "Mon 
GULAN "Taurus" 25 
GU,UD (ite) "Me 


GUB (iexzz) "10 stan se 
(plane) na’3 RIN GUB2x 117; 1667.8 
amid GUB (izia(a) “slice: passion written *UTU GUB7 
4 

HAByat “disk” 2113,220° 

harvey see KASKAL 

HUN abbreviated writing 


1 
IGI (ama 10 see 
AcTUR I 








G 


LU for LUHUN “Aries 
LG abbreviated writing of LU 
LIG-TUR Ger) “child, mative” 
LUGAL (lr) "king": pais; LUGAL MES 4 


M 
malin see SEGA 
ru ee DUMU 
mira see DUMU SAL 
MAS abbreviation for MASMAS "Ge 
MASMAS "Gemini" pas 
MAS "Capricorn" «pas 
mara ee NIG.T 
mat se LA 
ME (ma) “dayighe 
ME ena $0 "(oo many w sylight 
MELE "opposition (so ME-A and EME 
anu MEE 1 
(mdi GE, 
MU (ltt) * yeas" passim 
MUL, MUL (hebkaby 
abbreviation for MU 
MOLMOL "Taurus" 4 
MURUB, (publ) “nodal 


N 
ea 188 1 

spi see KUR 
arkabtn see GIGIR 
nsdn ee 
shine PAP 
nla see ATTUK 


NIG SID (eibkens) “proper 
NIG.TUK (maid) "wealth" 107 
ithe see NIG SIL 








fortune” 1046; 146 
SILIM Galena) "tobe at peace” 10: 

Hime hour” (ally writen siman) 6 4; 84 
SUMUN (lara) * 


$ 
alban Mars” se AN 
Sehr see TUR 

Sehr see TUR 

séu see UD.DA 

$Rin see NIM 


lagl see LAL; ako NIM 


arru see LUGAL 
itn see MU 
SE (Addara) "Month XUV 
BEGA (magia) "to find fae 
ra see LOcTUR, 
SES (abu) “brother 
Situ see GU, UE 
Titgulew se LAL 
zee Bi 
Tipu see NIM. 
be see UL 
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BRM#24 


Gislen CLA 
Heb 
Hunger Kolophone 8 
Hunger Rolophone 
Koloph 
uk 194 
Jes 21193 Tex 
Jesai 
INES 
KAR 
Labat Calender (1108 
LBAT 320 
LBAT 
TBAT 1038 





MULAP 
MULAPIN Il 
NBC 84 
ol 


Soche Hung 
Sachs Hung 
Sache Hi 
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